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Teachings in English language
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OBJECTIVES AND LEARNING OUTCOMES 
OF THE MsC IN ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN AND HISTORY

1.
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN 
on existing as a priority

2.
HISTORY
as knowledge and experience of the built and 
urban space, 
cultural support of the project proposal 
(integration to the Studios)

Character of the AUIC School:
integrated disciplinary approach

Current environmental conditions
and waste of territory:

architectural project for the existing building

Inserted in the scientific project of 
Cattedra UNESCO in Architectural Preservation

and Planning in World Heritage Cities

Continuity with the 3-year bachelor in Mantova

Requirements for European Directives 
(85/384 / EEC)

Heritage of Mantova and its territory





MANTOVA CAMPUS

Federico Bucci
Vice Rector of the Mantova Territorial Pole, from 2017 to 2022

Choosing Mantova because his Politecnico’s Campus guarantees 
the first-class quality of the educational offering, thanks to the 
coordination of the system with the Politecnico di Milano network 
in a city which is people-friendly and which offers personalized 
services, welcoming structures and direct student-lecturer 
relationships.

Choosing Mantova because the Politecnico has given rise to a 
school of excellence in the field of protection, preservation and 
enhancement of the architectural and environmental heritage.

www.polo-mantova.polimi.it
MANTOVA CATTEDRA UNESCO
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ADH
MANTOVARCHITETTURA

http://www.polo-mantova.polimi.it/
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THE LEARNING PATH:
FIRST YEAR, FIRST SEMESTER



THE LEARNING PATH:
FIRST YEAR, SECOND SEMESTER



THE LEARNING PATH:
SECOND YEAR, FIRST SEMESTER



THE LEARNING PATH:
SECOND YEAR, SECOND SEMESTER



THE LEARNING PATH:
ELECTIVE COURSES



CREDITS

50 cfu + 4 cfu elective = 54 cfu

40 cfu + 2x4 cfu elective = 48 cfu

6 cfu

12 cfu

-------------------------------------------------------

120 cfu

First year: 

Second year:

Internship:

Final exam by thesis: 

-----------------------------------------------------

total



EXAMINATION RECORDING PRIORITY

in the second year of the Master of Science 
program, the following precedence is required:

the registration to the 

Final Workshop Antico e Nuovo 

is subject to the passage of examination of both 
laboratories of the first year

Architectural Design Studio (1st semester)

Architectural Design in Historical Context
Studio (2nd semester)



The Studios provide an opportunity to experiment with the integration of the disciplinary 
components in the project practice

2 sections of 50 students, mix of subject courses, international teams, mandatory attendance

STUDIOS

• Architectural Design Studio                                                       
(1st year, 1st semester)

• Architectural Design in Historical Context Studio                  
(1st year, 2nd semester)

• Planning in Historical Context Studio                                     
(2nd year, 1st semester)

• Final Workshop Antico e Nuovo                                              
(2nd year, 2nd semester)



The student chose the section of the Studio. 
The allocation in the Studio is by merit: informal exchange is not allowed. 
In the event of great disparity between the members of the sections, the Coordinator, together with 
the Secretary, transfers some students between the sections, in order to have balanced numbers. 
The transfer takes place according to a student list by merit.
Students have the opportunity to submit a “Request Application for Transfer” to the Coordinator. 
The requests will be evaluated.  

the only requests that will be taken into consideration are ones concerning the evident 
impossibility for the student to attend the specific studio/course.

What means by merit?    Algorithm

STUDIOS ALLOCATIONS INTO TWO SECTIONS

First Year Graduation score

Second Year

Order by decreasing values of the parameter G
n

G=Σ Vi •Ci
i=l

where Vi is the score obtained in the i-th
examination, Ci is the number of credits
corresponding to the i-th examination and n is the
number of examinations taken.



ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN STUDIO
1st year, 1st semester

At the beginning of the Master of Science, the design 
experience develops the ability to manage the design of 
architecture through the fundamentals by the knowledge 
of the Modern Architecture in Italy as a case study, of 
materials, of constructive elements and executive 
techniques, of environmental and functional needs. 
In the Studio are integrated the module of Architectural
Design and of History of Architectural Heritage.
Section A works on case studies of Modern Architecture in 
Rome.
Section B works on case studies of Rationalist Architecture 
in Como.



ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT STUDIO
1st year, 2nd semester

In the second semester of the first year, the project 
experience deepens the architectural design process with 
the knowledge of the historical context of Mantova and of 
its cultural, environmental and material implications.
The design component is intensified with the contribution 
on both the Studio sections of an international designer 
teacher such as Eduardo Souto de Moura and with the 
collaboration of Joao Luis Carrillho da Graca.
The design theme of the two joint sections is the redesign 
of one side of Piazza D’Arco in Mantova with the inclusion 
of a collective building.



PLANNING IN HISTORICAL 
CONTEXT STUDIO

2nd year, 1st semester
section A

In the first semester of the second year, the design 
experience is enlarged to the territorial scale of 
interest. One of the case study is the  MaB-UNESCO 
“Po Grande” reserve.

The World Network of Biosphere Reserves currently 
counts 701 sites in 124 countries all over the world, 
including 21 transboundary sites.
The MAB programme and its World Network of 
Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) serve this vision 
through biosphere reserves and beyond.



PLANNING IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT STUDIO
2nd year, 1st semester

section B

The section B of the Studio this year focuses on 
the possible adaptation strategies for the city of 
Mantova to tackle the problems brought about by 
the pandemic.
The title is Learning from the Emergency. Adaptive 
strategies for the City of Mantova.
The students will develop different strategies both 
to make the city prepared in case of other health 
emergencies and to address the various issues and 
problems of the city that emerged during the 
lockdown. 
The students are asked to reflect on the topic, to 
develop maps able to read the spaces of the city 
under this lens, to develop a strategic plan for an 
area of Mantova (circles or strips depicted in the 
images), and a more detailed masterplan.



FINAL WORKSHOP ANTICO E NUOVO, 2° year, 2° semester
In the last semester of the Master of Science, the final project experience deals with the intervention
on the historical building with the case study of Sabbioneta UNESCO site. The two sections of the
workshop face up to the disciplinary areas of the Architectural Design, of the Architectural
Preservation, of the Exhibition Design or Museography, of the Strenghtening and Seismic Design.
The Final Workshop Antico e Nuovo is a prerequisite for the Master's degree thesis.



FINAL WORKSHOP 
ANTICO E NUOVO

2° year, 2° semester

The studio works, in the two sections
coordinated with each other, deals with
the study of the Gonzaga Territory from
Mantova to Sabbioneta up to the close
territories.
The design process is guided by the
awareness of the need for a theory, for a
general vision that can be shared, for a
transmissible method, for a practice of
analysis and study, for the assessment of
the adequacy of the results. Starting from
in-depth analyses and comparisons with
known models, the project should reflect
the other possible interpretations.

Coronelli Vincenzo Maria,
Il Ducato di Mantova nella Lombardia  
Venezia,1695 ca; 
the area of the Castle in Sabbioneta and the area 
of the former covent of Santa Paola in Mantova



Case study of Sabbioneta Two-weeks workshop at Sabbioneta Final day with international Visiting Critics



REGULATIONS FOR COVID EMERGENCY                       1st SEMESTER 20-21

STUDIO ATTENDANCE
Remote courses must be treated the same as those in attendance for students who require a completely online course, 
FOR COVID RELATED REASONS. Given the exceptional situation, for these cases, the teachers are asked to be flexible 
and understand the different personal situations. Certifications will not be required, and reasons given by students 
will be sufficient.

For reasons other than Covid, the behaving is as always done in handling exceptional cases. The Master of Science 
Regulations provides a submitting of an official Request to the Coordinator of the Master of Science.



WORKSHOPS ACKNOWLEDGED 
BY THE MASTER OF SCIENCE

“recognition of a maximum of 4 ECTS earned from participation in workshops is permitted. The
workshop may replace only one of the elective courses of 2nd semester of the 2nd year”

will be considered valid for the acquisition of ECTS only the workshops which will take place in the
two weeks in which teaching activities or exams are scheduled:

15th to 19th February 2021 and 7th to 12nd June 2021

more:
some workshops in different periods, approved by the Course of Study Board, will be considered valid
for the assignment of 4 credits
The list of workshop approved is in the bulletin board at ground floor hall



FINAL EXAM
12 credits

April
July
October
December

The ADH Master of Science Final Exam consist of the presentation and discussion of an original thesis,
written by students (maximum two) under the guidance of a supervisor.
1.
a thesis consist of a design dissertation or a technical report making up a volume. In both cases theses
must be presented with graphic plates – not smaller than A1 form and no fewer than 10 in number –
summarising its contents;
2.
dissertations can be written in English or Italian. Where dissertations are written in Italian, all written
sections must be accompanied by a full English translation;
3.
presentation and related discussion by the Board of a thesis dissertation in English or Italian, as
preferred by candidates



THE COORDINATOR 
OF THE MASTER 

OF SCIENCE

Luigi Spinelli, from 2016 to 2021 (two terms of office)

_ represents the Course of Study at the AUIC School Board, and
works with the School offices;

_ he calls and directs the Master of Science Board, composed of all
the teachers and the Representing of students, and drafts the
record of the decisions approved by the Board;

_ together with the Re-examination Commission, he writes the
Annual Review Report on the quality assessment of the Course
of Study;

_ he coordinates the teachers of the Master of Science, organizes
the didactic framework, the timetable of semesters, guarantees
the quality of the teaching methods;

_ he confronts and communicates with the students through the
Student Representative, on observance of the School regulations
and the rights and duties of the students;

_ he coordinates the Commission for Admission of Italian and
international students;

_ he is the Chairman of the Commissione Unica of the Master’s
Degree, designate the Commissioni Operative, organizes the
Graduate sessions and he proclaims the new graduates.

luigimario.spinelli@polimi.it



THE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE

Marco Patruno                  Valeria Lualdi
Italian students International students

The Student Representatives:
_ they receive the requests presented by the students of the Course of Study and play the role of mediators 
between them and the teaching body;
_ they participate in the Study Programme Board with the right to vote, bringing the requests and problems of the 
students;
_ they coordinate the students involved by the annual commission on the Annual Review Report on the quality 
assessment of the Course of Study; 
_ they interface and communicate with the Coordinator of the Study Programme, collaborating with him, on 
observance of the School regulations and the rights and duties of the students;
_ they represent the Course of Study at the School's Professor-Student Joint Committee.

Marco2.patruno@mail.polimi.it valeria1.lualdi@mail.polimi.it

mailto:Marco2.patruno@mail.polimi.it
mailto:valeria1.lualdi@mail.polimi.it


THE ROLE OF THE 
STUDENTS AND THEIR 

REPRESENTATIVES

Students have the right to participate in the life 
and governance of the University, through their
Representatives they are asked to express their
opinion on the University management bodies.

Student Representatives are elected directly by 
you

The elections are held every 2 years and are a 
real opportunity to make students voices heard

Student Representatives are the simplest and 
most effective means of getting students' 
proposals and requests on basic subjects, such
as teaching and services for students, to the 
appropriate locations.



THE STUDENT’S OPINION: THE SURVEYS

The survey of student’s opinions is one of the main tools for monitoring the Quality of University Didactics:
 An ANONYMOUS but MANDATORY online questionnaire for enrollment in exams, for each course that the student is 

enrolled in.

By completing the questionnaire, students actively participate in the process of growth and consolidation.

Precisely because weight is given to opinions, students are invited to:
− Pay particular attention to the compilation,
− Give informed and consistent answers to the questions,
− Provide proactive and constructive comments in free spaces.

The questions concern:
− teaching
− the teachers
− the supplementary teaching activities
− the infrastructures

Filling of the online survey Data Extraction Data Verification Data processing for every
single course of study / 

teaching / teacher

Final elaboration of the data Global discussion of the results 
for every single department

Discussion of the results for every
single study course and teaching

Evaluation by rating, 
published in the personal 
schedule of every teacher 



PROFESSOR-STUDENT JOINT COMMITTEE
OF THE SCHOOL

It is called Commissione Paritetica and it is made up to 5 teachers and 5 students representing the School Courses 
of Study.

The Committee has the task of:
_ monitoring the educational offer, the quality of teaching ans services to the students;
_ identify indicators for the evaluation of monitoring results;
_ elaborate on proposals for the improvement of the Courses of Study to be addressed to the Dean and the 
Evaluation Unit.

In the Professor-Student Joint Committee are also:
1 teacher representing the Master of Science (Prof. Marco Borsotti) 
the Student Representatives of the Master of Science (Valeria Lualdi, Marco Patruno)



INTENSIVE TIMETABLES BY SEMESTER

for each semester,
next to the weekly timetable

semestral timetables day by 
day:

_ intensive weeks
_ workshops
_ vacations
_ study trips
_ suspension of didactics for

graduation exams
_ Lesson Zero



TEACHING PROGRAMS ONLINE ON WWW.POLIMI.IT

in the web page of the teacher
on www.polimi.it
is published the teaching program with:

_ teaching goals
_ expected learning outcomes
_ topics of the teaching
_ pre-requisites
_ assessment and examination modes
_ bibliography
_ delivery modes
_ modalities of exams
_ information in english language to

support internalization



TEACHING TIMETABLES 
ON THE BULLETIN 

BOARD

starting each semester,  
the timetables of each teaching of the 1°
and 2° year
will be exhibit in the bulletin board 
reserved to the Master of Science 
in the corridor at the ground level of the 
School



EDUARDO SOUTO DE MOURA
since the a.y. 2015-2016, Eduardo Souto de Moura, Pritzker Prize 2011, is full Professor at Mantova Campus





Mantovarchitettura events in May



Events Lectures Exhibitions



DOUBLE DEGREE PROGRAMMES

opportunity to attend 2 years abroad, in the frame of Double Degree programmes

UNIVERSIDAD TÉCNICA FEDERICO SANTA MARIA, DEPARTEMENTO DE ARQUITECTURA
VALPARAISO, CHILE

INSTITUTO DE ARQUITECTURA E URBANISMO IAU SÃO CARLOS 
DELL’UNIVERSIDADE  DE SÃO PAULO, BRAZIL

applications open every October
http://www.polimi.it/en/students/experience-abroad/study-mobility/double-degrees/

http://www.polimi.it/en/students/experience-abroad/study-mobility/double-degrees/


The Territorial Pole of Mantua of the Milan Polytechnic is a seat of UNESCO Chair in 
Architectural Preservation and Planning in World Heritage Cities. The program pursues the 
strategic goal of creating new educational programs, generating new ideas and reflections 

in the area of scientific research, and facilitating exchange between Universities.
Started in 2012, in light of the good results achieved, in 2016 it has been renewed for 

another 4 years.

UNESCO CHAIR





CONTACTS:

Campus Mantova
www.polo.mantova.polimi.it

Via Ampére, 2
20133 Milano
Italy
ph. +39 02 2399 2601

presidenza-auic@polimi.it 

THANK YOU
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